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Lo arecent paper publizhed in Aforige Polfcr (Y olume 84, “Estwates ol illggal and unmeporied
scafood koporty 1o Japan™. auhors Pramad, Fiicher, and hanibw ofer sxtimales ol 100 sealood
Aenclivls eatering Tanunese marke s, including Alaska pellock, salmon. and crab freaw the nited
Stutes  [isheries thal ore amang the est manaosd and closely monitored in ehe world, These
catimares arc then nacd as rationale for tac creation of a seatord waseub 1y syslem G Japanes:
acalid mprrts, While NOA & s Sanonal Warine Fisneries Service (IS cenerallv agrees
with [he vl of ealeh dogymenlelim amé truceability woone ol e tools available w combar
IIL Fslving, 1L sirongly abjecls b authors” claims reaarding LS. scatbod expocts ta Japan and
der s he validity of the rethocdolacy nsed to makes suca esrimates. The allesat:ons made in
The papct abacar any ransparoney rzaanding the dara snd asaumplions supporiing them e
rressene bl and call inlo gquesiios the outhors® conelusoos, Witk sienificantly mope
information and transparcocy repacdine Jdata sources and mothedologiess applied, the paoer
shoudd be retractcd inits eniivcthy,

Ehaier grd ethodeiory

The sulwrs pravide hriel oles on e primars soweces of “IL U peodact™ from tac theee LS,
tiaierias, howevar ha cortelation betwraen citation and quantitstie estnaate 18 provided. her
does che papor descnibe whethay myported product weishts were extrapeluled e represent rownd
wiighl valurnes ol the TR uctivilies ulleged, arl i5 s, what s the basis of those
extrapalations. As well, the auchors apparently rely on wndivelosed data deanfor That g smeadl
infracrion in one fishery (sav, for example. an “axeported calch ol Alusks pollovk n en grtisanat
tishers™ posnlts in cxports of 100 prodacts to Japan by o mesaonsthle, bghly vegulise], nod
closzly monitered U5, seafood industry. The authors have spparenfly csed, bl ned desenbsal. an
[ULT modzl that melades *enilt by dissociation.™

Aluykee Pralleack

ln the case of Alaska pelloek, the auchors identify disesrils and high-grading, unrepurled hecalch
it t1awl fisherics, and vnreparted sadehas 10 arlisunu] fisheries ws sosrees af LU product. Lhe
Beriny Seapulluck [Tshery is respongible far neacly 90% of alt pollock satch in the U5, Sinee
20LL fand in rmaay cases long Before ien). the Bering 523 and Sdewrdan [stand pollock fishory
huag resquuieed 100%) coverage by NMES traincd ebeorvors (2 obsereers mre roguoimed lor al-aeu
Pricesance). ME reguites video momitonny of catch en al-sea proscedacs, e vae ol satelliv-
based vessel monitering systens on atl vessels, corli Gesd cuch roniloring and weesing
PrRLiLTEy, eleciromic repurling, acd an extensive and highly-trained coforecment presencs.
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NMFES also menitors lecations where sollock cateh 1s Iraslene] lor export. Bolanly tal, bul
-her Bering Sca pollock inchesiey haz iomp-eslahlished @l contractoal % Mocing requinements
ameng Al veszels fr share w1l caeh dat wilh un independent third-patry, Discard of polleck: is
mrobihiled. Were i1 Lo oceer, discard aod bigh-gradiog of pellock weuld be deteeted by the
amers monitoring and exforczments provisions in ey, o would resellin g senilicant
entorezrent action, Discarding of Alasky polloek iy alsa prohibited in the Gull ol Adaska teawl
fizaery shat comprises almost all ol the remainime 10% al the potlocl harested in the U5,
Whike ulsesver vaverages oo e smidler nawlors fishing polleck i the Gulf of Alaska 15 leeer
an a percenrape basis than in the Bering Sca, NAFS regures sama vesse] niomioring sy slemé or
all vesgels, aod certified weighing of cateh, Robuse eaeh nuorahaing v certinly nal himted o
the Alasks pollock fisbeny, Orher mawd fishariesys i the Terng Sea, Aleatan Dslands, and Gubl ol
Alavks have vinmilar observer coverage und culch monitoeng equirentoins.

Serlrion

Tlyz suthors” suppesiion b socheye and cobo saboen laken as Bvcashk in trawd fisherics makes
kg w1 Japan ws TURY presluct is a pacticulatly egrepiovs example of inadequate rescareh s
flavesd copelusiomy. Do ly aveessible and puhlj-.::l“:r' available tepoTts indicate that Chitook
sitimon in Aluziy ol alon he West Cowstal the 1L aid chom salmon n Alaska ars the
predvminunt species loken incidentally in trawl fisheries. Bycatch of sockaye and voho acmpss «l
teawel Cand tor that mater, moat other gear types) 13 de mimames, und cecurs primaraly i the
highly-monitcrsd pollock Rshary. While RS 65 oo dicccrly responsible for rnonitoring
suhaiaence harvests of salmon in the LS. . it acknowlodees (he commmilment of 115 [elera] aml
cfara partners to seund raanagement and conservalion al sulmun popedalions anad b e
snbsistenes community to the susmmbilivy ol the resiurce. Any suppastion that salman taken
tncidonially ‘o U8, wawl Gsherices or as subsisienee hurvest enter fapan®s ssatond supply chaio i
il-imfermed and unfpunled 4t best, andd in this cese a poteciab distertion of Zacts ntended to fir
Lhee awll-ors” camelusions.

Crzh

NIATS opiniomy reranding leeatment al'the cral tisheries are similar to those cxpresscd with
rexpet 1 A laska pollock and saiman. Uhese fisherics are carcfolly mansged snd closaly
rncinitored using observers, saellire-hased monitoring systems, cerlifivd cack moniloting and
welphing proceduces, and alectamic reporting. 1 here 15 ze crapines. evicenee ol the guthory’
general Insinwations o quantitacive escimate of vnreported discards, wse alillegal gear, or
vialarien of mininum sizs rdts. 'Uhe Alaska erab imedusiny cominuey o be a strong wdvocate Lo
cttorte 4o combat L CT Ashing and W esluohish and muinesio teonspacent markets for lezally
hurvestl crub prodoet.

In comelysion, NMES confidenily stands by s reanagement, manitosing. and conteet of LS.
lsheries slong America’s coasls and theouphount i3 excinzive sconomic zone, [ 1% proudser shill
al LS. lishers, both commetcial and cecrcazional, vwao are commutted 1o the conbinuss
sastainability of cur fisheries and who support and observe the repulalions inkeoded ke sustain
and protect owr marine rezources, MNMES raraimy eomemited wo combatiimg TULT dshing and,
alomg with many ol it nlemalional wad domesle pariwrs, bath govweramzncal and nom-
poveinmatal, suppotts the wse of calch documentalion and traccability as a critical tool torwad
that achievement. Distorting informarion and disparaeing 053, Ozhenes tha swnd as world-closs



tadels for sustainable management and ellvelive enforcement withour any tansparency of
Surcs LT Process Wdzmmincs oar colleciive eMorts 6o combat 10T Gghing, oo IMprvg
slrecardship of plicba) fisherias. [n light of these conceme, we urge Adoaeone Maficy to poblish o
reteuclion. and toensure fubies aticles underge adequate eview e avedd publication of
mnisleading mfermation which damazes the repaaion of bath indusiey und manapers.
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